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planned to be setting out on a life of high adventure,
they were all three in bed in the school sanatorium,
ignominiously suffering from an attack of measles.

In 1900 Franklin Roosevelt left Groton and went to
Harvard University, where he adopted history and
government as his chief studies. Born leaders are not
usually great scholars, and Roosevelt was no exception
to this rule. When more seriously minded graduates
were devoting their spare hours to extra study, he much
preferred to spend his time talking with fellow students
similarly inclined, and these talks often developed into
lengthy and heated arguments. For this young man
was already the possessor of strong views on many
subjects. He despised snobbery, though he came of a
class in which many people were snobs. From his
father he had inherited a hatred of injustice, and like
his distant relative, the famous Theodore Roosevelt,
he was down on all forms of dishonesty and crookedness
both in public and private life. Such things always
raised the fighting instinct in him. He wanted to grapple
with them and overthrow them, and already he was
conscious of a desire to do something worth while in the
world, to help his fellow countrymen, and somehow
make America a better place to live in than it was.

Some outlet for these feelings he found in articles
which were published in the Crimson, the Harvard
undergraduate newspaper. Not all his time, however,
was given up to study and argument. Franklin was now
a big handsome young fellow already over six feet in
height and still increasing in breadth and strength, and
much of his surplus energy was expended in rowing.